
Let’s begin by navigating to the web site shown above.  It will take you to a page that will allow you to begin 
your search By Topic or By Geography.  Available reports are listed under Reports by Topic.  There is also a 
Choose Major Topic Area box that can help to fur ther  nar row your  search as it relates to benchmarks, 

education, employment, federal land payments, housing, income, land use, 
population, poverty, unemployment rate or wages.  

Once you select one of these topic areas from the drop-down list, the report 
that includes that particular data will 
appear as underlined text with the 
related pages listed to the right. 

It doesn’t seem to matter whether you begin by selecting the topic or the 
geography, so let’s select BY TOPIC first. Then, click on the box that says 
“choose major topic area” and select Education.  Available subtopics will 
appear.  Select Education: college attainment from the list. Notice that the 
text for the topic DEMOGRAPHICS now appears as underlined blue text 
with p. 15 next to it.  Click on that line. 

The page will automatically scroll down to the Demographics section. Next, click on BUILD REPORT.  Here it 
will ask you to select geographies to populate the report. You can do this by either entering a name or selecting 
from a list.  For the first time, it may be easiest to 
do a combination of both so you can view the 
options available to you. First, select ENTER 
NAME.  Then type “North Dakota” in the 
search box.  All of the available locations in 
North Dakota will appear on the list. Let’s select 
BURLEIGH COUNTY. 

We have yet another source of socioeconomic data to share with you this month.  Headwaters Economics has a system that 
makes it possible to create reports using primarily county and state level data.  There are also reports for metro and non-
metro geographies. These reports can include both aggregations and comparisons with other locations.   

This Economic Profile System (EPS) uses federal data sources, including the Bureau of Economic Analysis, Census Bureau 
and others.  Datasets are processed continuously with newly available numbers updated no more than 90 days after release 
by the data source.  These reports also have study guide pages that often explain the terminology and why the source was 
selected for use in their system. 

Featured Web Site: http://headwaterseconomics.org/tools/economic-profile-system/ 

Feature:  Headwaters Economics’ Economic Profile System  (EPS) 

Economic Development by the Numbers 
A source for data and statistical information to assist in promoting your community, county and state. 
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Past issues of EDBTN available at  www.business.nd.gov/data/EconomicDevelopmentbytheNumbers/ 



Then click on the arrow next to MORE OPTIONS.  You have two choices.  The first is to ”Enter a custom 
region name”.  This is optional and will appear on the title page of the resulting report.   

The second option is to CHOOSE A 
CUSTOM BENCHMARK.  It defaults 
to the U.S., but you can select other 
locations as well.  To do so, simply 
check the OTHER box and you will be 
given the opportunity to select other 
geographies. Let’s type in Texas and 
then select Travis County from the 

resulting list and click ADD GEOGRAPHY to lock in your selection.  By the way, Austin, TX is located in 
Travis County. According to Wikipedia, the county was named in honor of William Barret Travis, the 
commander of the Republic of Texas forces at the Battle of the Alamo.  (Just a little trivia to keep you from 
nodding off.) 

Now, we could have added “Travis County” a few steps back as one of the geographic areas for the report and 
information from both counties would have been included.  However, the aggregation of both counties would 
also have appeared in the report rather than a benchmark as a point of reference to compare the two counties.  
There may be other times when you'll want to combine geographies to create your own custom region though. 

Next, you can select DOWNLOAD REPORT.  They have provided three formats for downloading reports:  
Excel, PDF and Word.  Printing it as an Excel report has a few extra steps to it and is described below.   You 
have the option to print that report either with or without the study guide and supplemental information. 

Printing the reports with the study guide pages will get you a larger document with explanatory text. 

1. Click the File tab.  Then click the Print menu item. 
2. Then change the top setting under Settings from Print Active Sheet to Print Entire Workbook. 
3. Lastly, click Print. 
 

Printing report without the study guide pages will produce fewer pages with mostly charts and graphs. 

1. Click the View tab. 
2. Then in the Workbook Views 

group (usually top left), click 
Custom Views. Then select 
Analysis Pages Only for  the 
custom view, and click Show. 
This custom view will exclude the 
study guide. 

3. Now, click the File tab. 
4. Then click the Print menu item 

and change the top setting under 
Settings from Print Active Sheet 
to Print Entire Workbook. 
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