
Let’s begin by navigating to the website shown above.  This will take you directly to the North Dakota Compass 
web page. You’ll notice on the Topics menu bar near the top there are several topics from which to choose; 
however, we’ll be focusing 
on Economy and Workforce 
relative to this particular 
feature. You’ll also notice 
that when you move your 
cursor over each of these 
topics, five categories will 
be displayed. These 
categories include Overview, Key Measures, More Measures, Ideas at Work and Library.  

Next, let’s navigate to Economy and click on Key Measures. There are four subcategories from which to choose 
that include Economic Output (GDP), Jobs, Median Income and Poverty. As you click on each of these 
subcategories, a graph (bar chart) will 
appear that provides you with information 
relative to that subcategory. For instance, 
let’s click on Economic Output (GDP) and 
you’ll see a graph appear like the one to the 
right. On the bar at the top of the graph, you 
can click on BREAKDOWN: North Dakota 
and U.S. (annual change) and also VIEW: 
Graph. Under the Breakdown feature, you 
can choose from several different  topics 
and under the View feature, you can select 
how you want to view the topic 
information.  Options are either in Graph, Data & Notes or CSV file format. Clicking on Data & Notes displays 
information that compares North Dakota to the United States relative to the Gross Domestic Product.  

 

This month we will focus on North Dakota Compass as our feature topic. North Dakota Compass gives you the 
ability to track and analyze trends in varied areas that affect quality of life. In addition, North Dakota Compass 
gives everyone in our state a mutual base that allows us to address problems in an effort to improve our 
communities. North Dakota Compass strives to remain a reliable and trusted entity providing unbiased and 
credible information. The website can be used by anyone with an interest in perpetual community development 
and improvement with the ultimate goal of enhancing quality of life.  

Featured Web Site: www.ndcompass.org 
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Economic Development by the Numbers 
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Past issues of EDBTN available at  www.business.nd.gov/data/EconomicDevelopmentbytheNumbers/ 



Clicking on CSV file will provide you with much of the same information, but in the form of a spreadsheet that 
you can save as an Excel file. You can be a little creative and make changes to the spreadsheet as you deem 
appropriate or by inserting a corresponding bar chart as illustrated below. This can be very useful for tracking, 
educational or presentation purposes.  

The second topic that we’ll be talking about is 
Workforce so let’s begin by navigating to this 
particular topic and click on Key Measures. 
There are three subcategories from which to 
choose that include Postsecondary Degree 
Completion, Educational Attainment and 
Proportion of Adults Working. As previously 
noted, you can click on each of these 
subcategories and a graph (line chart) will 
appear to provide you with information that 
correlates with that subcategory. Let’s click on 
Proportion of Adults Working and a graph will 
appear like the one above. At the top of the graph, you can click on BREAK-DOWN: North Dakota and U.S. 
(annual change) and also VIEW: Graph. This feature allows you to scroll through several different topics that 
includes a ranking of all 50 states (North Dakota #1) and under the View feature, you can again select your 
format preferences that include Graph, Data & Notes or CSV file. As a reminder, the CSV file displays the 
information in the form of a spreadsheet that you can save as an Excel file for purposes you deem appropriate.  

You probably noticed each page contains information that addresses the categories of Improving Quality of 
Life, What’s Happening and Making Connections. For  instance, under  Economy, Improving Quality of 
Life explains how a strong economy can help improve the quality of life in any community. What’s 
Happening provides information like the state’s GDP and state ranking. Making Connections provides 
North Dakota and U.S. information on early childhood, education, jobs, income and health. 
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